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Measuring impact... one family at a time

FY17 Board of Directors

Dear Friends of HFOT,

Each year, HFOT must measure its performance and track its progress toward achieving our 
mission. We owe our Veterans and their families, as well as our dedicated donors, fundraisers, 
corporate sponsors and stakeholders, nothing less. We’re pleased to report to you those results  
and the impact you have helped us make in FY2017 on the following pages.

If you’ve been fortunate enough to attend one of HFOT’s 250 Key Ceremonies throughout the 
42 states in which we’ve built since 2004, and witness a Veteran and family enter their specially 
adapted custom home for the first time, you’ve experienced the physical and emotional impact 
of our mission firsthand. In my first year as President, I quickly learned that HFOT is a Family…and 
these homes are making lifelong differences. I continually look back at my visit to the home of 
Edgar and Lucia Barrera in Texas in 2017 while they hosted an afternoon get together with several 
other HFOT families. As I watched the kids and dogs running in and out of the house, Veterans in 
wheelchairs moving around freely, and all of the spouses in the kitchen cooking at the same time, 
I thought back to being a kid at my grandparents’ house with our extended family. Guys watching football; kids 
being kids; the sounds of laughter and smells of the big feast permeating from the kitchen where moms were hard 
at work… one big family get together. It’s these special moments that continue to remind me that the impact of 
HFOT’s program goes beyond providing Veterans and families with a physical structure. 

Once our Veterans move into their mortgage-free, safe and fully accessible homes, you see hopes and dreams once 
again become a part of their lives. They are able to attend school, obtain jobs, expand families, launch businesses, 
compete athletically, and even climb mountains. Their caregivers are under much less stress and able to accomplish 
life goals as well.

In my travels around the country, while we are divided on many issues, there is one thing all of America remains 
solidly behind: our Troops and their families. There is no lack of desire to support our mission…it’s just that many 
don’t know how to help. Please help me share these three tips so they can learn: 1) Welcome our Veterans into 
your communities, as they have chosen to live there; 2) Help spread the word about HFOT. Our advertising budget 
is minimal, so being our “boots on the ground” and penning a Letter to the Editor, or leaving a flyer about HFOT   
on the office bulletin board, are simple yet effective ways to broaden our reach. 3) Donate or hold a fundraiser.                
It doesn’t matter how much or how little… it adds up and makes a lifelong change. 

Your continued support in FY18 and FY19 will be crucial in light of the predicted spikes in operating costs due         
to environmental factors such as floods, wildfires, and hurricanes, and the rising cost of building materials and 
scarcity of quality contractors. More importantly though, your support today enables us to help change these  
home recipients’ lives and outcomes - forever. 

On behalf of HFOT’s staff and Board of Directors, I sincerely thank you for helping us make a real impact in the     
lives of our nation’s most severely injured Veterans.
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We were proud to honor the following Veterans 
with a new specially adapted custom home in FY17: 

11/19/16    Army SPC Edward Guldin – Dexter (Brownville), NY
12/10/16    Army SGT Christopher Gomes – Freetown, MA
12/17/16    Army SGT Michael Burns – Madison, MS
12/17/16    Army SPC Sean Pesce – Bethany, CT
2/18/17     Army SGT Robert Barber – Chapin, SC
3/4/17         Army SFC Christopher Montera – New Braunfels, TX
6/9/17         Army SGT Jeffrey Hemenger – New Braunfels, TX
6/9/17         Army SGT Juan Carlos Vasquez – New Braunfels, TX
7/8/17         Army SGT Richard “Tony” Doyle – Bulverde, TX
7/15/17     Marine Cpl Phillip Baldwin – Fort Hall, ID
7/15/17     Marine PFC Isaac Blunt – Fallbrook, CA
7/17/17      Navy PO2 Timothy Birckhead – Mullica Hill, NJ
8/12/17      Army SGT JP McGuire, Jr. – Mechanicsville, VA
8/19/17      Army MSG Eric Marts – Moorhead, MN
8/19/17      Army SGT Wayne Swier – Rapid City, SD
9/2/17         Marine Cpl Kevin Hanrahan – Black River Falls, WI
9/23/17       Air Force TSgt Daniel Fye – Bremerton, WA
9/23/17      Marine LCpl Hector LunaRodriguez – Boerne, TX
9/23/17       Marine Cpl Travis Echols – McQueeney, TX 
9/30/17      Marine Cpl Christopher Van Etten – Temecula, CA
9/30/17      Marine Cpl Kevin Blanchard – Crozet, VA 
9/30/17      Army SGT Christopher Tarte – Russellville, AR 

22 COMMUNITY KICKOFFS

19 VOLUNTEER DAYS

34 LAND PURCHASES

30 VETERANS brought 
into the HFOT family

22 HOMES COMPLETED

FY2017 Accomplishments

REVENUE 

Donations & Other Income

Donated Materials and Services  

Total Revenue  

EXPENSES 

Programs       

General and Administrative         

Fundraising          

Total Expenses     

Change in Net Assets

End of Year Net Assets

 

PROGRAMS

88.8%

FUNDRAISING

5.7%

GENERAL & 
ADMINISTRATIVE

5.5%

Fiscal Year Ending 9/30/17

IRS FORM 990 
EXCERPTS

EXPENSES

REVENUE: In FY17, Homes For Our Troops (HFOT) received 
nearly 48,000 monetary gifts from individual donors, 
companies, organizations, and foundations across the United 
States.  It is only through the commitment of these patriotic 
and generous supporters that HFOT can further its mission 
of helping severely injured Veterans nationwide. HFOT also 
received nearly $3.8 million in contributed materials and labor 
in FY17, which allowed us to stretch our monetary donations 
further and assist more severely injured Veterans.

EXPENSES: In FY17, Homes For Our Troops drew down its 
reserve to take advantage of opportunities to buy land and 
build more homes for our Veterans. HFOT maintained its 
top-rated charity status by being fiscally responsible with 
your donations and keeping administrative and fundraising 
costs at a minimum. Since 2004, nearly 90 cents of every 
dollar has gone directly to program services for Veterans, with 
88.8 percent going to directly support them in FY17. We are 
especially proud of this track record, as well as our ability to 
finish 22 homes for our nation’s most severely injured Veterans 
in FY17, helping them to rebuild their lives through the gift of 
a donated, specially adapted custom home.

$20,612,000

 $3,762,000

$24,374,000 

$23,773,000 

$1,471,000

$1,542,000

$26,786,000 
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W. Kent Taylor
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Colonel Shelley F. Yarborough, USA, Retired
Director

<$2,412,000>

$10,830,000



HFOT relies on Community Support and Generosity of Donors 
to carry out its Mission. Here is how you’ve helped.

19,100

Operation Lasting Support (OLS), 
HFOT’s monthly giving program, 
provides steady income that we 
can count on each month to fund 
our programs for Veterans. In 
FY17, nearly 400 HFOT donors 
joined OLS, increasing the 
program membership by 32% 
to over 1,600 members, who 
collectively contributed $714K.

 

Operation 
Lasting Support

Our corporate donors 
provide support to 
HFOT through grants, 
cash donations, 
matching gifts, and 
contributions of goods 
and services for HFOT’s 
programs for Veterans. 
In FY17, our corporate 
supporters and 
partners contributed 
$6.5 million, accounting 
for 26% of our total 
revenue. 

Corporate Giving

2,600
# OF DONATIONS FROM CORPORATE 

SUPPORTERS IN FY17

All over the country 
HFOT supporters host 
fundraising events to 
help generate revenue 
and raise awareness 
for HFOT’s mission. 
Last year, over 500 
independent fundraisers 
raised $2.5 million 
through their efforts in 
coordinating everything 
from lemonade stands 
to golf tournaments. 

Independent 
Fundraising

# OF DONATIONS FROM 
FUNDRAISERS IN FY17

3,335

THANK YOU

HFOT received $5.1 
million through grants 
in FY17 ($1M increase 
over FY16). Grants from 
donor advised funds, 
as well as private, 
community, and family 
foundations provide 
significant support in 
covering the land and 
construction costs 
on many homes. We 
receive grants that 
range from $50 to 
pay for special light 
switches, to $500K to 
fund an entire home. 

Grants

622
# OF GRANTS RECEIVED IN FY17 

A significant portion of HFOT’s 
revenue comes from the 
generosity and kindness of 
individual donors. In FY17 HFOT 
received a total of $8.8 million 
from individuals, who contributed 
in many different ways, including: 

• Mailing a check

• Online/Credit Card 

• Transferring stocks & securities                                 

• Estate gifts

• Vehicle donations

• Supporting Team HFOT runners

• Employee giving campaigns                                                             

• IRA Distributions

 

Individual Giving

21,500
# OF DONATIONS FROM 

INDIVIDUALS IN FY17

These amazing results 
would not be possible 
without the support 
of those who believe 
in HFOT’s mission. On 
behalf of our Veterans 
and the families we 
serve, THANK YOU,       
for building homes      
and rebuilding lives.
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OVER 250 
SPECIALLY ADAPTED CUSTOM HOMES 
DELIVERED TO DESERVING  

V E T E R A N S
Since 2004

# OF OLS DONATIONS IN FY17



Riding it out
HFOT home recipient Josh Stein graduates 
from motorcycle mechanic school

Marine Cpl Kevin Blanchard and his wife Myra have 
already had many memorable moments since receiving 

their HFOT home in Virginia on Sept. 30, 2017. They 
have been able to host friends and family; adopted an 

American Mastiff puppy named Socrates; and Kevin 
recently became a certified personal trainer from the 

National Academy of Sports Medicine (NASM). 

“Moving into our HFOT home contributed to all 
these moments and we are forever grateful.” 

Marine Cpl Kevin Blanchard

Homes For Our Troops teamed up with ABC’s The View 
to award Navy PO1 Timothy Birckhead with his home 

in Mullica Hill, NJ. In July, The View aired Timothy’s 
Key Ceremony, which included a surprise visit from 

NBA star Steph Curry. 

Pictured: Timothy and his family with Steph Curry and 
Homes For Our Troops Chairman General (Ret.) Richard Cody.

Joshua Stein’s road to graduating motorcycle mechanic 
school came with some hurdles, but having the stability     
of an HFOT home made the ride much smoother.   

Joshua always loved motorcycles. After losing both legs 
while serving in Iraq in 2006, he was determined to get 
back on the bike. While researching how to adapt his 
motorcycle, Josh realized he wanted to learn everything he 
could. “I’m a very hands on person, so taking things apart 
and putting them back together was something I enjoyed 
doing. Working on motors has always been a passion,” he 
says. 

Josh put his dream of becoming a motorcycle mechanic 
on hold for a few years while he and his wife Nikki started 
a family. In 2010, they received their specially adapted 
custom home in Spring Branch, Texas. After several years of 
the financial stability his new home offered, Josh decided 
he was ready to enroll.  

Josh breezed through his first year of training, but months 
before his graduation he faced a new obstacle. In February 
2017 Josh was in a motorcycle accident, resulting in injuries 
to his back, hip, and shoulder. “I was in pain every day, 
laying on the ground sometimes while taking a test,” he 
says. 

Josh drove through his injuries and graduated in July 2017. 
“The feeling of accomplishment was that much sweeter 
because of all the pain I went through,” he says. 

Now that he is a certified motorcycle mechanic, Josh wants 
to help other Veterans with bikes and hopes to build his own 
custom ones in the future. His next goal is learning how to weld 
so he can start putting projects together. He is also racing his 
motorcycle in Michigan this August. 

Josh says he does not think he would have been able to go to 
motorcycle mechanic school without his HFOT home. Not having 
to worry about paying a mortgage or his mobility allowed him 
to devote his time on school. “I knew I had a place to come home 
to and my family was taken care of. That’s an enormous relief,”          
he says. 

Josh cannot thank HFOT’s donors and supporters enough. “Not 
only do I have a home that’s completely accessible, I do not 
have to worry about my finances and I could finally make one 
of my dreams come true,” he says. “Working on motors is where 
I can just get away, keep my hands busy, and calm my mind. It’s 
my happy place.”



THEN: On March 17, 2013, Army Staff Sergeant Samuel 
Shockley was on a route clearance mission with the 
38th Engineer Company in Panjwai, Afghanistan, 
when he triggered an improvised explosive device 
(IED). The blast resulted in the loss of his legs above 
the knee, the amputation of several fingers, and 
severe damage to his right arm. 

In Sam’s previous home, simple daily tasks – like 
making a meal – were a challenge. He could not 
reach the shelves and cabinets in his wheelchair. His 
wife, Emely, was afraid to leave him home alone for 
fear he would hurt himself. The limited space in their 
home also prevented Sam and Emely from having 
guests over.  

NOW: Sam’s specially adapted custom home in 
Washington has been life-changing. Ever since 
receiving the keys in September 2016, daily tasks 
have been much easier for him. He now has no 
trouble preparing his favorite dish, spaghetti and 
meatballs, thanks to the roll under sinks and lower 
countertops in his accessible kitchen. “The ability to 
transfer hot boiling water from the stove to the sink
is now a safer and more efficient task,” he says. 
Sam and Emely have plenty of space to host family 
and friends. They celebrated Thanksgiving in their 
home for the first time this year. “I was excited to 
finally be able to host the holiday, which provided 
enough room to fit everyone in the home,” he says. 
“The home provided a wonderful experience and 
gratefulness to have everyone under one roof.” 

The freedom Sam regained from the home gives him 
the motivation and energy to pursue his goals. He 

is in college fulltime working toward a degree in business 
management, and hopes to get his pilot license. “The home 
has benefited my family by providing a great foundation, 
security, and financial freedom so my wife and I can use the 
money we would have spent on a mortgage to save and put 
toward a brighter future,” he says. 

Message to HFOT’s Donors: “Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart for giving me and my wife a home that has 
forever changed my life for the better. You may not be able 
to see through my eyes what your gift has done for me, but 
let me say that I could not imagine any other home being 
more perfect for injured Veterans. I am truly appreciative 
of your help.” 

Rebuilding Lives

Then
& Now

HFOT Veteran Home Recipient 
Samuel Shockley

HFOT Veteran home recipient Samuel Shockley and 
his wife, Emely enjoying their accessible kitchen.



“The home has brought a sense of security 
and comfort in my daily life.”

Marine PFC Isaac Blunt

PFC Blunt lost both legs, his left eye, and several fingers 
on his left hand. He received his HFOT home in 

Fallbrook, CA on July 15, 2017.

“We knew our lives would change for the better 
once we moved into our home. We could never 

have anticipated how much less stressful our day 
to day lives are. Homes For Our Troops gave us much 

more than a home; they have given us a chance 
to move forward with our lives.”

Army SGT Juan “Carlos” Vasquez 

SGT Vasquez lost his right leg while serving in Afghanistan in 2013. 
He received his home in New Braunfels, TX on June 9, 2017.

“Being in our forever home has given my family security 
knowing that we are finally home and can 

begin to start rebuilding our new lives.”  
Air Force TSgt Daniel Fye

TSgt Daniel Fye lost his left leg while serving in Afghanistan 
in 2011. He received his HFOT home in Bremerton, WA, 

on Sept. 23, 2017.

“I am thankful to be able to have family over and a 
place to do it. We are truly blessed to have received the 

home. I cannot thank HFOT’s donors enough.”  
Army MSG Eric Marts 

MSG Marts lost his sight from a traumatic brain injury (TBI) he 
sustained while serving in Iraq in 2006. He received his home 

in Moorhead, MN, on Aug. 19, 2017.

Quotes from our 2017 Veterans



Find & Follow Homes For Our Troops on social media!
Keep up-to-date on all things HFOT by following us for the latest information, photos, videos, events, e-store specials and more!
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Launch a new career, 
business or nonprofit

Engage in civic leadership, 
advocate for Veterans

Recover and rest in a 
safe, accessible home

Complete education or 
master a trade

Save, invest 
for future

Volunteer, inspire others through
motivational speaking

Maintain lifelong physical and mental 
wellness, compete athletically  

Start/grow families, focus on role 
as parent and spouse

• HFOT stays with our Veterans and their families after they are settled to continue assisting  
   them with Rebuilding their Lives

• HFOT provides pro-bono financial planning to our Veterans for three years

• HFOT builds each home where Veteran chooses to live

• Although the Veteran pays no mortgage, Homes For Our Troops places a 10 year lien on the home. This 
  protects the Veteran from losing the home due to foreclosure, and safeguards your investment.

What sets Homes For Our Troops apart?

THE IMPACT OF GIVING

HFOT has been evaluated as one of America’s 
Top-Rated Veterans and Military Charities

Homes For Our Troops has earned the highest possible rating of 4 stars from Charity Navigator for 
seven consecutive years. This places HFOT in the top four percent of charities rated by the organization. 

As a valued supporter, you can have trust and confidence that we will be excellent stewards of your 
donation, as nearly 90 cents of every dollar goes directly toward providing these post – 9/11 Veterans 

with the homes and services they need.

A History of Excellence
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Your investment in Homes For Our Troops will make a positive, lasting impact on injured Service 
Members, their families, and caregivers. The freedom and independence provided by a specially 
adapted custom forever home empowers our Veterans to:


